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DETAILED ACTION 



Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of the inclusion of legal 
phraseology often used in patent claims such as "comprising" in lines 6 and 12. 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors, e.g., typographical, grammar, idiomatic, syntax 
and etc. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any errors of which applicant 
may become aware in the specification. 

The disclosure is objected to because of the numerous recitation of "vapour" in 
the instant application should be -vapor— as the latter is the term normally used in the 
U.S. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-7, 10-11, 13-19, 25, 30, 49-50, 58-59 and 68-69 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

a).CIaims 1 and 59 are incomplete for omitting essential structural cooperative 
relationships of elements, such omission amounting to a gap between the necessary 
structural connections. See MPEP § 2172.01. There are no structural cooperative 
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relationships among the elements "pumps, valves and pipes" recited e.g., in claims 1 
and 59. [Reciting "means for " language authorized by 35 U.S.C. 112, 6 th paragraph to 
encompass these elements is better and would obviate this rejection]. 

b) . The preambles of claims 18-, 25, 30, 49-59 are at odd with the claim from which they 
depend, i.e., claim 1 , directly and/or indirectly. Claim 18, for example, recites "A mobile 
unit"; and claim 19 recites "A plant for processing organic material", whereas the 
independent claim 1 recites "A system comprising a stripper device". [ A dependent 
claim incorporates every features of the claim from which it depends and cannot change 
nor orient the limitation already recited in the independent claim ]. 

c) . Also most structural limitations, e.g., the fermentor and biogas reactor stripper tank, 
etc. in claim 19 and the claims dependent therein are already covered in claim 1 , 
claimed twiced? 

d) . The inconsistent used of terminology in the claims is improper. For examples: "at 
least one fermentor and/or at least one biogas reactor in claim 19, as opposed to "a 
fermentor or biogas" in claim 1, a). Also the "and/or" is broadening the initially recited 
"or" in claim 1. 

e) . Regarding claim 4, the phrases "such as" and "for example" render the claim 
indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrases are part of 
the claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). See also claims 7 and 69. 

f) . The claimed "decanter centrifuge" in claim 58 is directed to two distinct devices. 

g) . The term "preferably" in claim 69 fails to ascertain the claimed invention with 
precision. 
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h) . In claim 69, reciting "a first condensing device" without reciting a second or third and 
etc. condensing device provides for ambiguity. See also the " first condensed liquid 
medium" in claim 68. 

i) .The "and" at the end of every section a)-f) e.g., of claim 1 should be deleted as being 
superfluous. 

Claims 1-7, 10-11, 13-19, 25, 30, 49-50, 58-59 and 68-69 would be allowable if 
rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, 
set forth in this Office action. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a) . Moore et al discloses a means and method/process for removing volatile 
components from a liquid. 

b) . Mazzafro et al discloses a process wherein a pressure differential between a 
stripping column and an evaporator is established. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to V. Manoharan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1450. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Caldarola can be reached on (571) 272-1444. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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